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Abstract. The discovery of extant material of the “living fossil” Metasequoia glyptostroboides from China in
the 1940s was one of the greatest botanical discoveries of the 20th century. However, for various reasons, the
details about its discovery and introduction worldwide from seeds have varied considerably in accuracy.
Furthermore, the details of the current state of this species in China is not well known outside of China because
of the language barrier. On the basis of primary documents including letters, manuscripts, and original publica-
tions, plus personal experience, the major events, important publications, and main scientists related to this story
are recorded chronologically for the first time 60 years after the species’ discovery (1943–2003).
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The story of the discovery of the “living fos-
sil” Metasequoia glyptostroboides Hu & Cheng
(dawn redwood, Chinese redwood, or water fir
in English, shui shan in Chinese) has been told
and retold, but not all accounts are identical.
Most are not accurate, and some are even
wrong. In the past four years, while working on
the natural history of Metasequoia, I recon-
structed this history using primary materials.
This chronology is based on a study of more
than 1,000 documents, many of which were
examined during personal visits to research
institutions in Chongqing, Nanjing, and
Beijing, China, in August 2002. I also met with
people who knew the original collectors and
researchers, and visited the hometown of
Metasequoia in Lichuan, Hubei. However,
since the tree’s discovery in the 1940s, there
have been great changes in China, resulting in
fragmentary, incomplete, and widely scattered
original documents and publications. Further,
nearly everyone involved in the discovery of
this species has passed away. Nevertheless, I
have tried to study all available, extant docu-
ments so as to record the major events of the
past 60 years (1943–2003) related to this relict
species. 

1941 
The original publication of Metasequoia

based on fossils was published by Shigero Miki
(1901–1974) of Kyoto University, Japan (Miki,
1941).

1943
On 21 July, Chan Wang (Zhan Wang,

1911–2000) and his assistant from the National
Bureau of Forest Research, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forests at Chongqing (for-
merly Chungking), went to Enshi (formerly
Enhsi) to visit the Shennongjia forest area
enroute. They stopped at Wan Xian
Agricultural High School, where C. Wang
became ill. Lung-Hsing Yang (Long-Xing
Yang, 1913–1999), the school principal and C.
Wang’s classmate at Beijing University in the
1930s, told C. Wang that a strange tree existed
in Moudao (formerly Motaochi) and asked him
for its identification. Altering their original
plans, C. Wang and his team detoured to
Moudao for three days and collected a speci-
men of Metasequoia (C. Wang 118) on 21 July
1943. After returning from their expedition, C.
Wang identified the specimen as Glyptostrobus
pensilis, a common deciduous conifer of south
China (Wang, 1948; Shao et al., 2000).

1945
During the summer, Chung-Lun Wu (Zhong-

Lun Wu, 1913–1995), an assistant teacher from
the National Central University at Chongqing,
visited the herbarium at the National Bureau of
Forest Research. C. Wang gave him one sheet
of his specimen (C. Wang 118) with two cones.
C. L. Wu later presented this specimen to Wan-
Chun Cheng (Wan-Jun Zheng, 1904–1983), a
dendrology professor at the National Central
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University, who immediately realized that this
was not Glyptostrobus but something new
(Cheng, 1984; Hu and Cheng, 1948). 

Sometime later, W. C. Cheng visited C.
Wang’s institute to examine the other sheets of
this number housed there and discussed the
novelty with C. Wang’s director, An Han (also
known as Zhu-Ping Han, 1886–1961). W. C.
Cheng used a temporary name, Chieniodendron
sinense, for this species (Wang, 1948). (Note:
this name is different from Chieniodendron in
Annonaceae, described by Tsiang and Li
[1964].) 

After the news of the discovery of a new
genus had spread to the National Central
University at Chongqing, Toh Kan (Duo Gan,
1903–1961), a professor of Forest Management
at the National Central University, told W. C.
Cheng that he had seen the tree in the winter of
1941 and later collected some material but
never preserved or identified it (Keng and
Hsueh 1948; Zhang 1981). 

1946
On 20 February, W. C. Cheng sent his gradu-

ate student, Chi-Ju Hsueh (Ji-Ru Xue,
1921–1999), to collect additional material from
this tree. C. J. Hsueh followed C. Wang’s direc-
tions (Hsueh, 1985) and went to Moudao, Wan
Xian, Sichuan (currently administrated by
Lichuan, Hubei). With C. Wang’s collection in
hand, as well as C. J. Hsueh’s new collection
(C. J. Hsueh 5; Hu and Cheng, 1948), W. C.
Cheng was assured that the tree was a new
genus and possibly even a new family. 

In the middle of April, W. C. Cheng sent “two
fragments of flowers and one foliage shoot” of
his new conifer to Hsen-Hsu Hu (Xian-Su Hu,
1894–1968), then director of the Fan Memorial
Institute of Biology at Beijing (formerly
Peiping) for his opinion (Cheng, 1984; Hu and
Cheng, 1948). Later, Elmer Drew Merrill
(1876–1956) at the Arnold Arboretum of
Harvard University was informed by W. C.
Cheng about the discovery of three individual
trees (Anonymous, 1948). 

On 20 April, H. H. Hu at Beijing told E. D.
Merrill that a new genus of Cupressaceae had
been discovered and that it was known only
from a single gigantic deciduous tree, around
Wan Xian in Sichuan (letter at the Botanical
Library Archives of Harvard University; cited
as BLHU below). 

On 22 April, H. H. Hu used the name Pingia
grandis in a letter to the Earl of Rosse at Birr

Castle, Ireland, to describe this new discovery
(Nelson, 1998; the original copy of this letter
was not available to the present author, but the
contents were related by Dr. Nelson who saw it
in 1985). 

Sometime between the last week of April and
the first week of May, H. H. Hu matched the
specimens collected by C. Wang and C. J.
Hsueh with Metasequoia, a fossil genus pub-
lished by S. Miki in 1941.

On 9 May, H. H. Hu sent this news to Ralph
Works Chaney (1890–1971) at the University
of California, Berkeley, and told him a new
conifer, the living Metasequoia, had been
found in China. H. H. Hu proposed to call the
plant Metasequoia sinica (letter at the Archives
of University of Oregon; cited as AUO below). 

On 14 May, H. H. Hu sent another letter to R.
W. Chaney (AUO) and informed him that a
paper reporting this discovery was sent to The
Bulletin of the Geological Society of China; at
the same time, he also sent a copy of this man-
uscript to R. W. Chaney (Chaney, 1949). The
leaf-bearing specimen examined by H. H. Hu
(from W. C. Cheng) appears to have been one
of the duplicate specimens collected by C.
Wang under the number 118 in 1943, because
C. J. Hsueh’s first collection on 20 February
1946 was without leaves (see type; Hu and
Cheng, 1948), and he had not yet made his sec-
ond collection. 

On 18 May, H. H. Hu’s paper regarding the
“living fossil” discovered in China was
received by The Bulletin of the Geological
Society of China, and it was published in
December (Hu, 1946). This was the first offi-
cial printed report about living Metasequoia.
However, there was no specific name assigned
to this species.

Also on 18 May, C. J. Hsueh traveled for a
second time to Moudao for further collections
and returned to Chongqing after 20 May with a
specimen bearing both leaves and young cones
(C. J. Hsueh 51; Hu and Cheng, 1948). 

From May to July, the National Central
University at Chongqing moved back to
Nanjing (formerly Nanking), and during the
same period the National Bureau of Forest
Research (founded in 1941 at Chongqing) also
moved to Nanjing, with C. Wang’s herbarium
collection. 

On 27 November, H. H. Hu from Beijing sent a
letter to R. W. Chaney (AUO) stating that “last
month in Nanjing I have seen a complete spec-
imen of the interesting ‘Metasequoia viva’.”
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1947
On 1 February, a report citing R. W. Chaney’s

statement about H. H. Hu’s discovery of
Metasequoia from China was published in the
United States (Anonymous, 1947). This was
the first report in a U.S. publication that a liv-
ing tree of Metasequoia had been found in
China. On 30 April, H. H. Hu sent a letter to R.
W. Chaney (AUO), along with a reprint of his
first paper on Metasequoia. In April, R. W.
Chaney published a report that Metasequoia
had been found alive in China (Chaney, 1947). 

On 3 May, H. H. Hu sent a reprint of his first
paper to E. D. Merrill but wrote “Metasequoia
viva” in the letter (BLHU). On 10 May, W. C.
Cheng from Nanjing sent a letter to E. D.
Merrill (letter at the Archives of the Arnold
Arboretum of Harvard University; cited as
AAA below), stating, “I am sending you a set
of complete specimens of our new living
species of the genus Metasequoia which was
discovered by me in Wan Xian, Eastern
Sichuan. The description of the new species
will be published jointly by H. H. Hu and me.”
This set of specimens (C. J. Hsueh 5) is housed
in the Harvard University Herbaria (A). On the
specimen, the scientific name for this new
species was given as Metasequoia glyp-
tostroboides Hu and Cheng. 

On 17 May, E. D. Merrill sent a letter to H.
H. Hu stating that “W. C. Cheng is sending me
a specimen of the new Metasequoia (we
already have one to which I have attached the
printed and typed data you submitted).” The
herbarium sheet, mentioned by E. D. Merrill
from H. H. Hu, was the first specimen of
Metasequoia sent from China. It is housed in
the Horticultural Herbarium of the Arnold
Arboretum of Harvard University today (the
exact mailing and arrival time of this specimen
remains vague). This specimen is without num-
ber but is annotated with two notes handwritten
by W. C. Cheng and H. H. Hu separately on
both of the packages. The specimen consists of
two different fragments. One is a collection of
staminate flowers and the other a foliage-bear-
ing shoot with young cones. Both were col-
lected by C. J. Hsiuh (C. J. Hsueh 5 and 51) on
20 February and 18 May 1946, respectively.
The sheet is annotated Metasequoia glyp-
tostroboides Hu & Cheng in what appears to be
E. D. Merrill’s handwriting. 

On 31 May, the scientific name for the living
fossil, Metasequoia viva Hu & Cheng, first
appeared in a Chinese publication (Hu, 1947).

However, since this was a nomen nudum it is
invalid. 

In June, R. W. Chaney sent $25 to H. H. Hu
for seed collection, and in July, E. D. Merrill
sent H. H. Hu $250 for the same purpose
(Fulling, 1976). From August to November,
with financial support from the United States,
W. C. Cheng sent his assistant, Ching-Tsan
Hwa (Jing-Can Hua, born in 1921) to collect
seeds and investigate the natural area of
Metasequoia. C. T. Hwa flew from Nanjing to
Chongqing, then traveled by boat from
Chongking to Wan Xian, Sichuan (then called
Wan Hsien, Szechuan; now Wan Zhou, admin-
istrated by Chongqing Municipality since
1997), and arrived at Moudao on 12 September.
C. T. Hwa collected his initial specimens from
the “Type Tree,” the same tree from which
material was collected by C. Wang in 1943 and
by C. J. Hsueh in 1946 (C. T. Hwa 2, co-type;
Hu and Cheng, 1948; Zhang 2000). In late
September based on the information provided
by local residents, C. T. Hwa found
Metasequoia Valley (formerly Shui-sha-pa
Valley), the original distribution center of
Metasequoia (Cheng and Chu, 1948); and
returned to Nanjing in later November with
about 2 kg of Metasequoia seeds collected
from different trees both in Moudao and in
Metasequoia Valley (Zhang, 2000).

On 6 December, E. D. Merrill sent R. W.
Chaney a fragment of a Metasequoia specimen
(BLHU). On 17 December, R. W. Chaney sent
a letter to E. D. Merrill acknowledging receipt
of the Metasequoia glyptostroboides specimen
(AAA). This sheet is still in the Jepson
Herbaria of the University of California,
Berkeley (UC).

On 24 December, W. C. Cheng at Nanjing
sent a letter to E. D. Merrill stating that a small
packet of seeds of Metasequoia had been sent to
the Arnold Arboretum. He also told E. D.
Merrill of his plan to distribute seeds to Chinese
institutions in different provinces and to 
institutions at Kew, Edinburgh, Toulouse, and
other countries (AAA). These were the first
Metasequoia seeds sent from China. On 26
December, W. C. Cheng at Nanjing sent seeds
directly to the Missouri Botanical Garden in St.
Louis (Andrews, 1948); the Copenhagen
Botanical Garden; the Arboretum at Horsholm
and its satellite garden, the Forest Botanical
Garden, Charlottenlund, Denmark (Hendricks
and Sondergaard, 1998); the Amsterdam Hortus
Botanicus of the Netherlands (Belder and
Wijnands, 1979); and India (Raizada, 1948).
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1948
On 5 January, E. D. Merrill sent a letter to W.

C. Cheng acknowledging receipt of the first
shipment of seeds (AAA). The seeds were
redistributed without delay to other institutions
and individuals in the United States and the
U.K. (Merrill, 1948a,b).

On “16 January,” H. H. Hu sent a letter from
Beijing to Thomas Harper Goodspeed
(1887–1966), then Director of the University of
California Botanical Garden, Berkeley, along
with two small bags of seeds, some fragments
of leafy branchlets, a male inflorescence and
two cones, and a lithographic plate of
Metasequoia glyptostroboides (this set of spec-
imens is in UC, including fragments of C. J.
Hsueh 5 and 51, and C. T. Hwa 2). This letter
was dated “16 Jan 1947”; however, the date is
incorrect because the seeds were not collected
until autumn 1947. This error is understandable
since the new year 1948 had just begun, and it
is commonplace to mistakenly write the new
month and date with the old year (Cronquist,
1977). On 17 January, H. H. Hu sent seeds to
the Earl of Rosse at Birr Castle, Ireland, stating
“You will be the first European friend I send
these seeds, and I hope they will grow well in
your garden and prosper in thousands of years
in the future” (letter in the Archives of Birr
Castle, Ireland). 

On 28 January, W. C. Cheng in Nanjing sent
the completed manuscript on Metasequoia to
E. D. Merrill, which he had sent to H. H. Hu the
previous year. W. C. Cheng told him that he
could use the specific name, Metasequoia glyp-
tostroboides. W. C. Cheng informed E. D.
Merrill about the general history of
Metasequoia on his request for a paper (AAA).
Also on 28 January, the news of the discovery
of Metasequoia and the arrival of seeds at the
Arnold Arboretum was reported widely in
newspapers across the United States, and later
followed by other newspapers. 

On 6 February, E. D. Merrill’s first paper
reporting the discovery of “a living Metasequoia
from China” was published in Science (Merrill,
1948a). 

On 13 February, R. W. Chaney of the
University of California, Berkeley, and Milton
Silverman (1910–1997) of the San Francisco
Chronicle left the West Coast and visited the
Metasequoia area in Wan Xian until the end of
March. M. Silverman wrote a series of six vivid
articles about the trip while in China, which
appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle from

25 March to 30 March, as well as another fol-
lowing his return on 5 April. C. T. Hwa was R.
W. Chaney and M. Silverman’s guide to the
Metasequoia area. After R. W. Chaney and M.
Silverman’s return from Wan Xian to
Chongqing, C. T. Hwa returned from Wan Xian
to the field and stayed from March to May to
collect additional specimens (Zhang, 2000). M.
Silverman returned to California on 29 March,
and R. W. Chaney returned to California on 2
April (Silverman, 1990).

On 27 February, E. D. Merrill sent a letter to
W. C. Cheng, since he had not yet received the
second large shipment of Metasequoia seeds.
However, he did receive a good-sized package
of seeds directly from H. H. Hu (BLHU). On 4
March, W. C. Cheng sent 200 g of the
Metasequoia seeds to E. D. Merrill, and another
200 g on 8 March (BLHU). On 11 March, E. D.
Merrill sent a letter to H. H. Hu acknowledging
receipt of the seeds (BLHU, sending and receipt
information not available) and stated that he had
sent out about 70 packets the day before to indi-
viduals who had requested them in all parts of
the United States, England, Scotland, Ireland,
and the European continent. 

On 16 March (Spongberg, 1990), or 20
March (Nelson, 1998), the second shipment of
a large package of seeds from W. C. Cheng
finally arrived at the Arnold Arboretum. On 26
March, E. D. Merrill sent a letter to W. C.
Cheng stating that a few days earlier the large
package (of seeds) had been delivered (AAA),
without mentioning the time of arrival. 

On 25 March, M. Silverman’s first report
appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle; the
story had been broadcast coast-to-coast the pre-
vious night by NBC. 

On 30 March, W. C. Cheng sent a complete
specimen of Metasequoia through R. W.
Chaney to E. D. Merrill. This included a dupli-
cate of the type numbers of C. J. Hseuh 5 and
C. T. Hwa 2, collected in 1946 and in 1947
(BLHU). This set of specimens is housed in the
Harvard University Herbaria (C. J. Hseuh 5, A)
and in the Smithsonian Institution (C. T. Hwa 2,
US). On 20 April, W. C. Cheng sent a letter to
E. D. Merrill informing him that he sent
Metasequoia seeds to him through R. W.
Chaney (BLHU). 

On 25 April, W. C. Cheng printed his manu-
script “Metasequoia glyptostroboides—‘Living
Fossil’ of 60 millions years ago,” which was not
published in Chinese until his death (Cheng,
1984). 
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On 8 May, the meeting of the Metasequoia
Conservation Committee was held in Nanjing,
with six representatives from the Ministries of
Interior, Education, Agriculture, and Forestry,
the Academia Sinica, the National Central
Museum, and the National Central University
attending. The official Metasequoia Protection
Committee was founded with nine members
from various organizations within China,
including H. H. Hu and W. C. Cheng, as well as
R. W. Chaney and Roscoe Pound (1870–1964),
former dean of the Harvard University Law
School, then Minister of Justice, Nanjing. John
Leighton Stuart (1876–1962), the United States
Ambassador to China (1946–1949), was
appointed as the consultant (Metasequoia
Conservation Committee, 1948).

On 14 May, the first Chinese newspaper arti-
cle regarding this tree was published in
National Central Daily (Nanjing).

On 15 May, H. H. Hu and W. C. Cheng’s
paper on living species of Metasequoia was
finally published (Hu and Cheng, 1948). This is
the original description of the living species,
with illustration, syntypes, and distribution
information. 

In June, the American Philosophical Society
granted E. D. Merrill and R. W. Chaney $1,500
for W. C. Cheng’s expedition to the
Metasequoia area as well as R. W. Chaney’s
publication (Chaney, 1951; Committee of the
American Philosophical Society, 1948). 

In July, another Dawn Redwood Expedition
team joined by the California Academy of
Sciences (USA) and the Lingnan University
(then at Canton, i.e., Guangzhou), travelled to
the Metasequoia area, led by Judson Linsley
Gressitt (1914–1982). The expedition focused
mainly on insects and other animals, and stayed
in the local area of the Metasequoia for a few
months (Gressitt, 1953). This was the last for-
eign team in the area before the People’s
Republic of China was founded in 1949. 

On 7 August, W. C. Cheng left Nanjing for
the Metasequoia area and returned to Nanjing
in the middle of September. He was accompa-
nied by C. T. Hwa and Kuei-Ling Chu (also
known as Chung-Hsiang Chu, i.e., Zhong-
Xiang Qu, 1904–1990). After their return to
Nanjing on 18 September, C. T. Hwa continued
collecting in the local area for another two
months (Zhang, 2000). 

In September, H. H. Hu’s “How Metasequoia,
the “living fossil,” was discovered in China”
was published in the English (Hu, 1948). This

was the first direct report from China about the
discovery. It has been copied and re-printed
many times and in many different versions
around the globe in several languages. 

On 29 November, W. C. Cheng sent E. D.
Merrill another 500 g of seeds (BLHU). 

1949
In September, the first paper on the forest

ecology of the Metasequoia area was published
(Cheng and Chu, 1949). Later the second
author and W. S. Cooper (1884–1978) from the
University of Minnesota published it in English
(Chu and Cooper, 1950). 

1950
H. C. Sze’s (1901–1964) 13 most popular

papers on Metasequoia (1948–1949) were
reprinted together as a book (Sze, 1950). 

The Fan Memorial Institute of Biology at
Peiping founded in 1928 and led by H. H. Hu,
and the Botanical Institute of the National
Academy of Peiping founded in 1929 and led
by T. N. Liou (1898–1975), were transferred
into a new Institute of Systematic Botany,
Academia Sinica. This name changed to the
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of
Science, in 1953, as it is known today. H. H. Hu
worked there as a professor (i.e., curator) for
the rest of his professional life until his death
during the Cultural Revolution. 

1951
R. W. Chaney’s paper “A revision of fossil

Sequoia and Taxodium in Western North
America based on the recent discovery of
Metasequoia” was published (Chaney, 1951). 

1952
The Department of Forestry was separated

from the National Central University and com-
bined with related subjects and departments in
other universities and colleges, forming a new
Nanjing Forestry College (today, the Nanjing
Forestry University), W. C. Cheng worked there
as a professor and president of the college until
1961. In 1962, he was appointed vice president
of the Chinese Academy of Forestry in Beijing,
and he became president in 1978. He worked
there for the rest of his professional life. 

1960
S. D. Richardson of New Zealand published

his book Forestry in Communist China. This
may be the first report regarding the “living
fossil” Metasequoia glyptostroboides and W. C.
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Cheng’s role in China since 1949. The author
stated that W. C. Cheng discovered this tree.
Later R. W. Chaney wrote a critical review
regarding W. C. Cheng’s contribution to the
discovery of this tree (Chaney, 1969). 

1961
The IX Botanical Conference (Montreal

1959) through the International Code of
Botanical Nomenclature—XIII Fossil Plants
(Lanjouw, 1961) conserved and approved the
name Metasequoia Miki ex Hu et Cheng 1948
with the type M. glyptostroboides Hu et Cheng
ascribed by Metasequoia Miki (1941) with type
M. disticha (Herr) Miki (Sequoia disticha Herr). 

1962
On 17 February, the People’s Daily (China)

published the “Metasequoia Poem,” written by
H. H. Hu (in Chinese), with commentary and
introduction by Yi Chen (1901–1972), the late
Vice Premier of China (dated 8 February 1962). 

1966
“On Metasequoia,” the English version of H.

H. Hu’s “Metasequoia Poem,” translated by the
author himself, was published in Hong Kong
(Hu, 1966). This was H. H. Hu’s last publica-
tion of his professional career.

1968
On 16 July, H. H. Hu, the original author of

this living fossil, died at the age of 74. Eleven
years later he was cleared of all charges, and an
official memorial service was held in Beijing
on 25 May 1979. His ashes were permanently
buried under the trees of Metasequoia at the
Lushan Botanical Garden, Jiujiang, Jiangsi, on
10 July 1984 (Shi, 1996). 

1973
The Metasequoia Natural Reserve and

Original Trees Management Station was
founded in Xiaohe, Lichuan, Hubei, by the
Chinese government to protect the original
native trees of Metasequoia. The entire native
population of Metasequoia was surveyed and
recorded in 1974, 1978, and 1984. In the latest
inventory of 1986–1988 (Wang and Guo,
2002), a total of 5,746 trees with a dbh more
than 20 cm were recorded in Lichuan, Hubei,
another 5 trees in Longshan, Hunan province
(SE, c. 100 km from Lichuan), and 6 trees in
Shizhu, Sichuan province (now administrated
by Chongqing; SW, c. 75 km from Lichuan). 

1976
Edmund Henry Fulling’s (1903–1975) manu-

script “Metasequoia—Fossil and Living” was
edited and published in Botanical Review. This
famous work reviewed the literature and dis-
cussed the introduction of Metasequoia seeds
into the United States and included more than
72 pages of literature citations. It is still a very
important document in today’s natural history
of Metasequoia, even though it was not com-
prehensive in its coverage (Cronquist, 1977;
Ma, 2003). 

1978
On 1 October, the first book on Metasequoia

was published in China, with an emphasis on
forestry and silviculture (Liu et al, 1978).

1979
The first popular book on Metasequoia was

published in China (Hu, 1979). 
On 16 August, W. C. Cheng from Beijing

sent a reply to the Forest Bureau of Lichuan,
Hubei, regarding the story of the discovery of
Metasequoia, which later was published in the
local journal (Cheng, 1980). This was the first
paper to address the long-term dispute about
who really first discovered this tree, which had
been ongoing in China since 1949. 

1980
In January, the first floristic work on the

Metasequoia area was reported in the United
States (Hu, 1980). A total of 550 species in 301
genera representing 127 families of the vascu-
lar plants were recognized from the five com-
bined collections from China in the Harvard
University Herbaria. The work included
detailed lists and analyses of the floristics. It
was followed by a revision a few years later,
mainly on the woody plants of Lichuan, Hubei
(Tang, 1987). 

From 5 to 10 October, five American botanists
were the first Westerners to revisit the
Metasequoia area since the establishment of
the People’s Republic of China in 1949
(Bartholomew et al., 1983). They were Bruce
Bartholomew, California Academy of Sciences
(then at the University of California Botanical
Garden, Berkeley; the team leader), David E.
Boufford, Harvard University Herbaria (then at
the Carnegie Museum of Natural History),
Theodore R. Dudley (1936–1994), U. S.
National Arboretum, James L. Luteyn, New
York Botanical Garden, and Stephen A.
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Spongberg, Polly Hill Arboretum (then at the
Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University). 

1981
The first scientific and educational film in

color of Metasequoia was made by Hubei Film
Factory in Wuhan, Hubei. A review was pub-
lished in the same year (Wang, 1981). 

On 14 May, Yan Zhang, the editor of Plants
(China), recorded her conversational notes with
W. C. Cheng regarding the discovery of
Metasequoia (Zhang, 1981).

1984
In the spring, Metasequoia was chosen as the

“City Tree” of Wuhan, the capital of Hubei. 

1990
The first personal account concerning the

expedition to the Metasequoia area was pub-
lished in English (Silverman, 1990). It detailed
Silverman’s personal experience when visiting
the hometown of Metasequoia with R. W.
Chaney in the spring of 1948, as well as the
argument on seed introduction in the United
States. 

Since this year, John E. Kuser of Rutgers
University, New Jersey, led a research team
from the United States and cooperated with
MingHe Li from Huazhong Agricultural
University at Wuhan, Hubei, on a large scale ex
situ conservation program on Metasequoia
glyptostroboides. They successfully selected
about 50 clones from parent trees collected
directly from central China. The whole cloned
plants were cultivated in Ryders Lane, New
Jersey, and the Dawes Arboretum, Ohio (Kuser
et al., 1997). This is the largest ex situ collec-
tion of this species outside of China.

1995
On 15 January, Kiyoaki Saito published the

first book in Japanese on this famous tree, with
detailed information about S. Miki’s career as
well as the cultivation of this tree in Japan
(Saito, 1995). 

1996
Pizhou City (formerly Pi Xian), Jiangsu

province, successfully planted more than 5 mil-
lion mature Metasequoia trees during the
1970s, with plantings more than 200 km long
along the main freeways. This is the largest cul-
tivated population of Metasequoia outside of
Lichuan, Hubei, in China. This city is also
called “the City of Metasequoia” in China
(Pizhou Shuishan Editorial Group, 1996). 

1999
A special publication entitled “Metasequoia

After Fifty Years” was published in Arnoldia, a
publication of the Arnold Arboretum of
Harvard University, which reviews current
information on cultivated Metasequoia both in
the world (Satoh, 1999) and in north America
(Kuser, 1999).

A book called The Discovery and Research of
Metasequoia was published in China (Wang,
1999), emphasizing the argument about who
first found this tree. A critical review of this
book has been completed by the author of this
paper (Ma, 2003).

2000
On 30 January, Chan Wang, the collector of

the first specimen of Metasequoia, passed away
in Shenyang, Liaoning. His memorial paper
was published in Taxon in August of the same
year (Shao et al., 2000). This was the first time
that the scientist’s whole biography from China
and the Metasequoia story were fully reported
in this international journal.

On 1 March, a website on Metasequoia was
launched at www.metasequoia.org in English
(Ma et al., 2000). 

The first research book on Metasequoia was
published in Chinese (Zhang, 2000). This was
Zhang’s summary of his scientific observations
and research for more than 30 years, with the
Metasequoia poem of H. H. Hu in 1962 pro-
viding the foreword and C. T. Hwa’s recount of
his Metasequoia expeditions during 1947–1948
as the appendix. C. T. Hwa made a total of four
trips to the hometown in 1947–1948. C. T. Hwa
was a senior editor of the China Forest Press in
Beijing for more than 35 years before retiring
in 1988. He is the only person involved in the
initial discovery of Metasequoia still alive
today, residing in Beijing. 

2002
The First International Metasequoia

Symposium was held at Wuhan, Hubei, 5–7
August; followed by a field trip to the home-
town of Metasequoia in Lichuan, Hubei, 8–13
August. More than 40 representatives from
China, the United States, France, and
Switzerland attended. 

On 13 August, after being lost for six
decades, the first specimen of Metasequoia,
collected by C. Wang in 1943 (C. Wang 118),
which triggered the publication of the living
fossil by H. H. Hu and W. C. Cheng, was 
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rediscovered by the current author. It was found
in an abandoned “herbarium” that had been
without resources for management for more
than 20 years: Jiangsu Forestry Academy,
Nanjing (formerly the National Bureau of
Forest Research) (Ma and Shao, 2003). 

The discovery of the “living fossil” Metasequoia
glyptostroboides is certainly a great event in
botanical history. However, the history of the
introduction of seeds worldwide is very patchy,
especially in areas outside North America and
Europe. It would be quite valuable if readers
published their own accounts of this tree in

their local areas or countries, or shared their
information with the author. Of particular inter-
est is current information about cultivation and
the original distribution of seeds from 1947
through the 1950s, either directly from Wan-
Chun Cheng (Wan-Jun Zheng) at the National
Central University in Nanjing (Nanching /
Nanking) or Hsen-Hsu Hu (Xian-Su Hu) at the
Fan Memorial Institute of Biology in Beijing
(Peiping/Peiking), or indirectly from Elmer
Drew Merrill at the Arnold Arboretum of
Harvard University or Ralph Works Chaney at
the University of California, Berkeley. 
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